Introduction
Chapter 2 provided an examination of the actions/activities undertaken by employees of Academi, ArmorGroup, and US Protection and Investigations (USPI). The purpose of that examination was to present the details on what led the management of these PSCs to operate their companies in a manner that could/would put in jeopardy US military objectives or even undermine (or influence) US policy efforts. This chapter focuses on the US reaction to the events highlighted in chapter 2. In particular, the aim of this chapter is to present an analysis of those observations developed during the examination of the questionable activities of companies employed by the US government and the consequences of those activities on US military and policy objectives in Iraq and Afghanistan. Exploring these observations will ascertain how the US government addresses its failure in accountability and oversight of PSCs, as well as provide an opportunity to tie US efforts of accountability with the US government responses to the strategic and tactical consequences of the actions of PSCs.
Analysis of the Effects of PSCs Operating in Iraq and Afghanistan
As stated in chapter 1, the case study approach was used to explore these three aspects related to the DoD's use of PMSCs-battlefield capabilities, policy, and contract management (accountability-oversight)-and their impact on US military operations in Iraq and Afghanistan. The analytical process was a design to evaluate and interpret how PMSCs affected military activities. This process would help identity the positive and negative consequences of the DoD's use of PMCs. In the following pages, the three aspects of battlefield capabilities, policy, and contract management (accountability-oversight) will be discussed. In particular, these pages discuss the positive and negative consequences of the DoD's use of PMCs. , 2006:13) . The examination in the following section is designed to explore and discern the net effect of activities undertaken by PSCs, which have had an impact on US military goals. Through this examination, this information will provide a new and divergent perspective on the US military's use of PSCs.
Discerning the Effects of PSCs Operating in Iraq
The activities of PSCs operating in Iraq have resulted in several major events that not only reshaped US military or political goals but also degraded the US government's ability to complete certain political missions in Iraq. Academi activities in Fallujah and in Nisoor Square had a negative effect on US political and military objectives. The US military or US political reactions to the action perpetrated by Academi are presented below. The information in figures 3.1 through 3.4 outlines the company's effect on military operations or policy/ capacity-building efforts.
This section focuses on Academi complicity surrounding the death of Academi personnel in the city of Fallujah, which resulted in a US military response and fostered a conflict with and among Iraqi political leaders (Dale, 2009:64; Bremer and McConnell, 2006:333-334; Malkasian, 2006:450-451) .
